GUERRE DE POTS DE CEAMBRE
a Regency. He discussed the matter first with Bedford and then
with Northington, the Lord Chancellor, 'who both in the
warmest & unaffected manner express'd their gratitude &
approbation of' his proposal to have a Regency Bill presented
to Parliament. Grenville, on the other hand, was not so en-
thusiastic : according to George he * seem'd grave & thoughtful
when acquainted with' the suggestion. But Grenville's dignity
was hurt because the King had not taken him into his confidence
at the outset; and in a subsequent audience he * loudly complain'd
of want of confidence ' on the King's part. The complaint,
which George regarded as childish, called forth a merited rebuke:
Grenville had fi no reason for claiming more ample confidence
than the other Ministers.'
George had very definite ideas about the form of the proposed
Bill. He wished to secure the right to nominate by will the
Regent without having to divulge the name of the person so
nominated. Grenville strongly opposed this suggestion. Not
only would it invest the King with a power which rightly
belonged to Parliament, but there is little doubt that at the back
of his mind there lurked a suspicion that the King might nominate
either his mother or Bute, and that would never be acceptable
to the country. This point occasioned a considerable amount of
discussion in the Cabinet. It was eventually settled by com-
promise : the King was to be allowed to nominate by will, but
his choice was to be narrowed down ' to the Queen or any
other person of the Royal Family usually residing in Great
Britain.' This proviso disposed of Bute, but not of the Dowager-
Princess. George himself, who naturally took a keen personal
interest in a matter which touched him so nearly, was quite
content with compromise.
It is impossible to absolve Grenville of complicity in a piece
of ugly intrigue against the Dowager-Princess. There was a
belief in certain quarters of the Ministry that the King was a
consumptive. It was argued that his end could not long be
delayed. By the terms of the Regency Bill, as outlined in the
King's Speech on the opening of the new session, George was
free, if he so desired, to nominate as Regent his mother, which
would immediately restore Bute to a position of paramount
importance in the Government. To have presented a Bill in
which the Dowager-Princess was excluded by name was clearly
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